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LYDIA 


Ancient Lydia succeeded Phrygia as the dominant power in Western Anatolia. Like their Phrygian 
predecessors, the kings of Lydia governed from a powerful fortified capital (Sardeis on the Hermos), and were 
famed for their wealth, in part derived from the gold dust with which some of the country’s rivers flowed. By 
585 BC, when its eastward expansion clashed with that of Media, Lydia controlled all of Anatolia west of the 
river Halys, including Phrygia, Mysia, Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Caria, and Pamphylia. Gyges, who came to the 
throne in the early 7 th century BC, had varied dealings with the Assyrians and supported the assertion of 
Egyptian independence c.6$6 BC by providing Greek and Carian mercenaries to Psametik I. Gradually the 
Lydian kings were able to assert their suzerainty over the Greek cities of Aeolia, Ionia, and Doris on the Aegean 
coast. By the end of the 7* century BC the Lydian kings had introduced the world’s first coinage, made of 
electrum, and stamped with the symbol of a lion, or a lion about to devour a bull. The last Lydian king, the 
fabulously wealthy Kroisos, consulted the Greek oracle of Apollon at Delphoi before setting out to fight the 
advancing forces of the Persian king Kurus II (559—530) in central Anatolia. Foretold that, if he crossed the 
frontier river Halys, he would destroy a great kingdom, Kroisos did so, and promptly lost his own. The Persian 
conquest of Lydia is dated f.547 BC. 

Names in the list below are given in Greek forms, as the native forms are unattested and the few surviving 
details on Lydian history are found in Greek sources, most notably Herodotos. 1 The list does not include any of 
the predecessors of Gyges, since their sequence is not completely preserved. Herodotos’ chronology of the Lydian 
kings is also widely used, but has to be adjusted to fit the testimony of contemporary Assyrian sources from the 
reign of Assur-bani-apli (669—617) shedding some light on that king’s dealings with “Gugu of Luddu.” The 
resulting chronology is a mere approximation. 


c.680—644 
c.644— 615 
r.625—600 
c.600— 560 
£■•560-547 


Kings of Lydia 

Gyges ... son of Daskylos; married the widow of his predecessor Kandaules, son of Myrsos 

Ardys ... son of Gyges 

Sadyattes ... son of Ardys 

Alyattes ... son of Sadyattes 

Kroisos ... son of Alyattes 

(f.547 to the Persian Achaemenid Empire) 


1 Herodotos’ list runs: ... Myrsos, Kandaules/Myrsilos, Gyges (38 years), Ardys (49 years), Sadyattes (12 years), 
Alyattes (57 years), Kroisos (14 years). 



